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A superfieial examination of Phrngmites communis, whetiun’ of 
Eurasia, Africa or America, is sufficient to show its lack of 
ciliate-scal)rous l(*af-margin and of p(‘rsistent (or any) hirsute 
ciliation at base of the blade. On this acc()unt alom* th(' idcmtifica- 
tion with it of ForskiH’s Arundo maxima is wholly unconvincing. 
It is furth(‘r unconvincing since ForskA,! left no specimcm to 
stand for A. maxima; Christen.sen, in his critical Index to Pehr 
Forsskdl: Flora aegyptiaco-arahica 1775, with a Revision of Her¬ 
barium Forsskalii,'^ stating that of the spc'cies of Arundo ('nu¬ 
merated by ForskAl this is wanting in the h('rbarium, while the 
plant which ForskAl misidentific'd as Arundo Donax L., “Fo- 
His . . . basi glabris . . . non ciliata margine”, is (“at least 
the plants from Egypt’') really one of th(' varietic's of Phragmiies 
communis. Furthermore, th(' distinguished English authority 
on gra.sses, C. E. Hubbard, writes as follows: “The basis of this 


name, Arundo maxima, Forsk. is 


a v('ry dubious sp('ci('s. 


in.sufficiently diagnosc'd, and unrepresenb'd in Forsskal’s Her¬ 
barium . . . According to For.sskal, it is distinct from Arundo 
Donax (Forsk. 1. c. 28), l)ut the specimen of the latter in Forsskal’s 
Herbarium is of the tall race' of Phragmites communis .—(\ kk 

Hubbard in A. W. Hill, FI. Trop. Afr. X'. 155 (1937). 

Th(‘r(' is comphite justification for drop[)ing for the clearly 
typified and correct Phragmites communis the vagiu' and obvi¬ 
ously mi.sapplied name* P. maximus. — M. L. Feunalu. 


Two Varieties (jf Diclipteka brachiata.— 

Dicliptera brachiata (Pursh) Spreng., var. glandulosa 

(Schcelc), stat. nov. D. glandulosa Scheele in Linnaea, xxi. 7G5 
(1848). 


Dicliptera brachiata, based upon Justicia brachiata Pursh, FI. 
Am. S('pt. i. 13 (1814), came originally from islands of Hoanoki' 
Riv('r, North ('arolina. It is, thi'refore, tlu' characteristic plant 
of th(' C’oastal Plain, from Florida to Louisiana, north to i^outh- 
eastern Virginia, .southern Indiana, Mis.souri and Kan.sas, with 
stem minutely pulx'rulent (jr pilo.se above, long-|:)('ti()l('d acumi¬ 
nate thin leaves and glabrous to minutely pilo.si' bracts. \’ai’. 

ulosa, the plant of Texas, south to Vera Cruz, JMi'xico, has 



' Christensen in Dansk Bot. Arkiv iv. no. 3 (1922). 
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th(‘ st(Mn sproadiiifj-villous or -hirsut<‘, the bracts som(*\vhat so 
and the lcav<‘s usually minutely strigosc'-puherulcnt. 'Plu* 
six'cific. name pvem by Seh(‘(‘le to tlu* Lindlu'imer mat(u-ial from 
N('w Braunf('ls is not a|)propriat(‘, sinc(' h(' evid(*ntly mistook 
the minute puberuh'uec* for fjlands. Anot.h(‘r '^Pexan ('xtn'nu' of 
th(' sp('ei('s ne('ds (h'signation. This is a j>:rayish-fj:r('en plant 
with cin(M’(M)us-puberulent to glabrc'seont st('ms and branelu's 
and small, obtuse and minutely strigose-puberulent l(‘av('s and 
glabrous to s|)arsely pub(uul('nt bracts. 1 am calling it 

IX BKACHIATA, Vai’. Ruthii, var. nov., caulibus cin(*r('0- 
pid)erulis; folds crassis cinerco-pub(*rulis, obtusis; bracteis gla- 
i)resc,entibus. Typk: grassy opcui woods, near Fort Worth, 
Texas, August 12, 1912, A. Ruth, no. 230 (in Herb. Gray). 

_M T XT A T I \ 


\'auiktiks of Ac.mda altissima. 

Aon I DA ALTISSIMA 



Riddell ex Moip, var. subnuda 

(S. Wats.) comb. nov. A. tuherculata, var. subnuda S. Wats, in 
Grav, Man. ed. 0: 429 (1889). A. .subnuda (S. Wats.) Standley 
in N. Am. FI. xxF. 122 (1917). 

A. ALTISSIMA, var. prostrata (llliiu' & Bray), comb. nov. 
.1. taiuarisciua, var. prostrata Ulin<‘ & Bray in Bot. Gaz. xx. 158 
(1895). A. tuberculata, var. prostraia (Uliiu' & Bray) Robin.son 

in Riiodora, x. 32 (1908). 

Acuida tuberculata Mo(p in DC. Prodr. xiii^. 277 (1849) was 

clearly antedated by Amaranthus altissinius and A. miauiiensis 

Riddell Syn. FI. W. States, 41 (1835), calk'd Acnida altissima 
and a.scrib('d to Riddell by Moquin, 1. c. 278 and correctly taken 
up by Standh'y, 1. c., with Amaranthus niiamien.sis as a syno¬ 
nym.—M. L. Feunald. 

Volnnu’ 4<'i, n.o. 500, inriudiug itagr>< 157-212 ami plates 657-06/^, asis i,ssacd 

0 Man, 1041. 






